Bazaars, Merchants, and Trade
in Late Antique Iran
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uch of Sassanian-era trade in the Near East is overshadowed by interest in the eco-

nomic history of the Islamic period. This is unfortunate, since many of the structures

that came to fore in medieval Near Fastern history were formed and constructed by
the Sassanians in late antiquity. In this essay I examine information on the bazaars, mer-
chants, and trade of late antique Iran, including its economic exchanges with Asia and the
West. In this way, strands of continuity and rupture in the economic history of the Sassanian
and caliphal periods can be gauged.' Agricultural production was the main source of income
for the Sassanians, but in time trade became as important, especially with the East, as rela-
tions with Rome deteriorated. It was not the case that the markets of China directly affected
the bazaars in Iran, but networks were being built, based on religious affiliation and guilds,
making manufactured commodities or silk production important for Eurasian trade. Some of
the agricultural production was not only for local consumption but had a wider distribution
in other markets.

Agricultural Production: Iran and Beyond

The main mode of production and source of income and livelihood in late antique Iran was
farming and agriculture. In addition to rice and apricot and olive trees, crops included cereals
such as barley, rye, and millet; legumes; forage; fibers for spinning; fruits such as grapes, figs,
and dates; nuts; and vegetables.? The Sassanians were very much interested in the development
of agriculture, and we know that there was an expansion of agriculture and cultivable lands in
Khuzistan and Iraq.* It is important to note that the characteristics of land tenure or “feudal”
makeup in the Near East and in particular in Iran have similarities with European feudalism.?
Still, there are major differences as well. These are confirmed by the archaeological evidence
from southwestern Erdnsahr (Realm of the Iranians), where, unlike in Europe, there are neither
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villages along castles nor fortifications.” The rea-
son is that there were several different types of
land tenure, such as “state lands,” “endowment
land,” and “land with collective ownership,” as
well as “land as charitable endowment.”

Even more important than landownership
was the issue of water control and, consequently,
the development' and ownership of ganats
(water-supply systems).® The building and man-
agement of gandts reveal the importance that
the Sassanians placed on agricultural develop-
ment, especially for the arid and hilly regions.”

- Some gandts were several kilometers long and

designed to bring water to large settlements.® As
opposed to the feudal society of medieval Eu-
rope, in the Sassanian Empire water was a pre-
cious resource, as evidenced by the discussions
of the control of water sources in legal texts. In
the Madayan 7 hazar Déadestan (Sassanian records
of court proceedings), chapter 22 deals with the
use of gandts/katas (Middle Persian form of
gandts). The textincludes cases of legal disputes
between parties over the use of gandts.’

Khuzistan and Iraq were the two Sassa-
nian provinces with the most land under agri-
cultural production. Khuzistan was the richest
in terms of the fertility of the soil and the abun-
dance of water, which was channeled through
constructed irrigation systems, allowing crops
such as rice and sugarcane to be grown and ex-
ported. This in turn ensured a tax base for the
government, generating revenues and tributes
for the royal coffers.”” Thus the development of
irrigation in Eransahr can tell us much about
state reaction to agricultural development and
its control. Evidence from the Susiana plain sug-
gests that smaller irrigation canals gave way to
larger ones, which cost more money and were
labor intensive."

In some Pahlavi texts agricultural prod-
ucts, specifically fruits, are associated with spe-
cific regions, suggesting the importance of agri-
culture and trade in connecting or tying bazaars
in Furasia together. An example comes from a
text titled Khusro and the Page, which lists the
best fruits in the following manner:

anargil ka abag Sagar xwarcnd pad hindag
anargil xwianénd ud pad parsig goz 1 hindug
xwianand (ud) bistag i gurganig ka pad sorapag
brézénd ud naxod @ tarun ka pad abkamag brist
xwarénd (ud) xorma I hératig ké pad goz agand
éstéd ud bistag T tarun ut iftalag Tarmanig ud
baliit i $ah-baliit abag sagar 1 tavarzatag.'”

[The coconut when with sugar they eat it, in
Indian they call it anargil and in Persian goz
1 hindag (Indian nut), and the Hyrcanian pis-
tachio nut, when in saltwater they roast it, and
tender chickpeas, when they eat them roasted in
abkamag (and) the date of Hira which is stuifed
with walnut, fresh pistachio nuts and the Arme-

nian peach and chestnuts with solid sugar.]®

This passage suggests that, indeed, fruits from
different regions were moved about, at least in
the last Sassanian period {from the sixth to the
seventh centuries CE). The passage acknowl-
edges that Indian nuts, Hyrcanian pistachios,
and dates from Hira were all desired by at least
the upper class and hence there was a market for
them. Moreover, in the eastern Mediterranean
region the peach was associated with Iran, as it
was in China as well. Peaches were sent to China
from Samarqand, which was considered the
proxy of all exotic goods in medieval China."
Thus there was interest in regional agricultural
products throughout Iraq, the Iranian plateau,
and Asia.
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The Domestic Economy

As for the domestic economy, the seals and bul-
lae from mainly the fifth to the seventh centu-
ries tell us about the Sassanian bureaucracy, ad-
ministrative organization, and structure.”” They
also provide information on the scope and de-
gree of economic activity, on who was in charge
of these activities and the location of markets.’
In terms of economic activity, we can tell that
there was a vibrant domestic exchange, based
on the placement of bullae and seal finds in the
empire that bear the name of one of the cities or
districts of the province of Persis. Several store-
houses of bullae have been found, namely, those
at Taxt 1 Suleyman, Qasr i Abt Nasr, Aq Tepe,
and Dvin (Armenia), from which we can draw
certain conclusions. In Aq Tepe, sealings with
the names of Kerman and Ardaxsir-xwarrah
from Persis have been found, which should
persuade us that there was trade among indi-
viduals or companies in different provinces. At
Dvin, sealings from Ardax$ir-xwarrah have been
found. The evidence suggests that commodities
were brought from a port at Fars and eventually
ended up in Armenia."” The bullae were used to
seal packages destined for caravan or maritime
trade, as later historical evidence supports.” It is
also important to note that bullae finds in East
Asia, especially in Mantai in Sri Lanka, attest to
Iranian economic activity beyond the Sassanian
realm.”

The nature of trade depended on who en-
gaged in it. Trade was conducted by companies
and religious communities that combined their
resources and formed partnerships. The term
used for joint partnership in the Middle Per-
sian legal texts is hambayih, which really meant
“holder of a common share,” whose jointinvest-

ment would have brought a better return and
a larger purchasing power. These Jjoint partner-
ships were probably based on religious associa-
tion as well (e.g., the Zoroastrians created their
own hambayih), but they may have dealt with
other religious groups outside of their regional
reach. In regard to this form of ownership com-
mon in the late Sassanian period, not only the
Madayan i hazar Dadestan but also the fifth book
of Ishoboxt, which was composed in Syriac, is
devoted to the principle of company or joint
partnership.”® We are well informed as to the
legal aspects of trade and business agreements.
Drafts of agreements were made, signed, and
sealed, with a copy kept at the local diwdn (of-
fice of registry). These agreements were legally
binding and, depending on the violation, were
taken before a lesser magistrate (dddwar i keh) or
a higher magistrate (dadwar i meh), both of them
certainly high-ranking priests.?’ Thus not only
was there an organized trade, but the govern-
ment attempted to control and to regulate and
tax commodities, be it by individuals or compa-
nies, which mainly appear to have been formed
based on religious affiliation.

The Persian Wdzdr / Bazaar: The Market Place

The principal economic activity in the cities
was undertaken by the merchants (wazarganan)
from the hutuxsin (artisans) estate, and com-
merce (wazarganih) was conducted in the ba-
zaar (wazar). Each group of artisans occupied
a specific section (Persian rdste) of the bazaar.
This information is gained from the Dénkard
(8.38), where a specific rule existed “about the
series of shops in the bazaar belonging to vari-
ous artisans” (abar an i kirrokkdaran ék ¢k rastag i
wazar).* A list of various professions that occu-
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pied a section of the bazaar included the black-
smith (@hengar); iron molder (Ghen-paykar); silver-
smith {(asémgar); silver molder (asém-paykar); roof
maker (dskéb-karddr); string maker (bandkdr);
those who worked with mortar (spice makers?)
(éariigar); ironsmith (literally steelsmith, célangar);
“ironsmith” tailor (darzig); dressmaker (wastarg-
kardar); porcelain-pot maker (doséngar or jamig-
paz); carpenter (durgar); washerman (gdzar);
shoemaker (kafSgar); shoemaker of a kind of shoe
made of strings (surgar); potter (kulwargar); baker
(ndnbdg); book painter (nibégan-nigdr); painter in
general (nigargar); cup maker (paydlgar); tanner
(postgar); ironsmith (pélawad-paykar); dyer (ran-
graz); various builders (r@zan); barber (wars-wiray);
tent maker (wiydngar); cook, in the sense of mak-
ing sweets and other finger foods in the bazaar
(xwahligar); tablecloth maker (7} (xwangar); gold-
smith (zarigar); and saddler (zéngar).®

There were various other professions, but
whether they were in the bazaar cannot be con-
firmed. Each artisan (kirrog) guild was overseen
by a guild master (kirrdgbed; Syriac garibed). As
some of the skilled workers were either settled
people from Syria or Roman prisoners, we find
that some of the guild masters were Christians.
These included Posi and Baraz, who served in
this function.?® Of course, many of the better
craftsmen were settled in the royal workshops,
which produced commodities for the king of
kings and his family. The activity and prices of
the bazaar were overseen by the bazaar inspec-
tor (wdzdrbed), who probably represented the
artisan class. The office was already in existence
in the third century CE, since it is mentioned in
the court of Sabuhr 1% It was in these centers
where local items were produced and commodi-
ties from other provinces as well as some for-
eign products entered the cities via the caravans
{karwan). These caravans went into other cities
of the empire or farther and were guided by a
caravan leader (sdrtwd), who was either hired by
the merchant or in joint business with him.*

der behandelten inschriften, Acta tranica 18 (Tehran

The Merchants

While there were Iranian merchants living as far
as China trading in the markets, the Zoroastrian
merchants were looked down on and treated
differently from the three traditional classes of
priests, warriors, and farmers. This is apparent
by looking at class structure in relation to the
various duties of men in the Middle Persian text
Meénég @ Xrad (Spirit of Wisdom) (chaps. 30-31),
where the chapters are organized by questions.
Question thirty asks about the responsibility of
the priests, the warriors, and the peasantry. One
was to hold the religion, the other to strike the
enemy and keep the empire safe, and the last
to cultivate the land. The merchants curiously
are treated separately in the next question (32)
and are spoken of negatively: “The function of
the workers is this that they would not or should
not engage in a work that they are not familiar
with and do well and with precision what they
know, and receive a fair wage.”®” This may be
one reason the Sogdian Christians and Man-
ichaeans were the main traders in Central Asia
and China.

Money and Exchange

While the barter system was in use at the local
levels in villages, the Sassanians minted a large
number of coins, perhaps more than at any
time in the history of the premodern period.
The units and types of coins struck were the
gold dénar, silver drahm, one-sixth-silver dang,
and copper pasiz, which was used for local daily
transaction. The increase in the use of copper
and bronze coinage attests to the increase in
trade with money;?® however, the minting of sil-
ver coinage was much more prevalent. The sil-
ver drahm weighs about 4.25 grams. Coins found
from the time of Ardashir, the founder of the
Sassanian dynasty, are uniformly of this weight
but vary typologically. Until the late fifth cen-
tury CE, the coins did not indicate where they
were minted, making it difficult to gauge the
number of mints and the amount of minting at

27. Méndg i Xrad (Tehran: Tus Publishers, [1380]} 2001,

and Leiden: Brill 1978); and more recently Ph. Huyse,  48-49.

Die dreisprachige inschrift $dbuhrs 1. an der Ka'ba-1
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{tondon: University of London. School of Oriental and

thographie und Phonologie des Mittelpersischenderin-  African Studies, 1999).

schriften zusammen mit einem etymologischen Index

26, Tafazzoli, "List of Trades,” 1gs.

des mittelpersischen Wortgutes und einem Textcorpus

28. On the widespread use of bronze coinage inthe
Susiana plain, see Wenke, “Western ran,” 271.



each location. While more than one hundred
mint marks are known, no more than twenty
mints were producing the majority of the mint
marks in the Sassanian Empire.?

The mint marks on the reverse and the
date (a date indicates which monarch ruled at
the time the coin was struck) give us an idea of
the regularity of the mints and which were most
productive and stable. Certainly, those close to
economic centers such as the province of Persis
had a huge output that supported the Persian
Gulf trade, while the mints of Media had far less
output.® Mints also went into overproduction
during times of war. For example, during the
reign of Xusré I1 (590-628 CE), a huge amount
of coinage was produced and used to finance
the long war with Rome. The silver drahms
were so well known that places as far as India
imitated Sassanian coinage, which attests to the
economic power and prestige of the Sassanian
Empire in the eyes of its neighbors. It is impor-
tant that, although we do not have evidence of
an agreement between the Romans and Sassa-
nians in terms of what types of coins were to be
struck, the Romans’ metal of choice for minting
was gold, while the Sassanians used silver. This
may have been a tacit agreement between the
two empires, wherein Sassanian silver would be
acknowledged as the silver coin of choice, as is
apparent from its use as far as western China.

Local Production

According to the Chinese chronicle Ko-Ku-
Yao, steel was also produced in Iran and then
exported to China.* The Romans considered
“Persian steel” to be secondary in quality only to
“Indian steel,” as the Sassanians themselves also
confirm, for Middle Persian texts, to signify a
good Indian sword, mention that it was made of

steel.™ In the Book of the Deeds of Ardashir, Son of
Pabag (Karnamag i Ardaxsir i Pabagan), Ardashir
fights with an “Indian sword” (samsér 7 hindig),
which was taken from the Parthian royal trea-
sury.™ We have evidence of silver smelting in
Khorasan, Azerbaijan (the Qara Dagh moun-
tain range, close to modern-day Tabriz), and
also near Rasht and Massula, in Qazvin. The
abundant availability of iron, as scholars sug-
gest, can be found in many regions of Iran.*
The textile industry, specifically carpet weav-
ing, was also known in Iran.* From the Achae-
menid period, sources tell us, the Persians had
carpets (psilotapis) from Greece, which were
used by the king. In the seventh century, when
Heraclius sacked Xusré II's royal treasury (628
CE), carpets (tapis) are mentioned, which may
have given rise to the Byzantine Greek word for
carpet weaver, lapi-dyphos, from Persian.%

Eurasian Trade in Late Antiquity

Early Sassanian economic interests were mani-
fested through several major activities and
through politics. The first factor in the develop-
ment of the Sassanian economy was the control
of the Persian Gulf. This, as we know, was done
from the time of Ardashir 1 onward, with ports
established on the Persian and Arab sides of the
Persian Gulf. We are told that once Ardashir
had defeated Ardavan and controlled the pla-
teau, he made incursions into Oman, Bahrain,
and Yamama, defeating Sanatrugq, the king of
Bahrain.”® The reason for the establishment of
forts along the coast, however, is not clear, since
it is implausible that a Sassanian navy would
have been present at these forts. Still, they could
have acted as hospices or storage. Arabic sources
state that during the Sassanian period the Per-
sians controlled the shores and strands of the
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sea, while the Arabs lived in the mountains and
deserts.” We have very little information on the
Sassanian navy, and it does not appear to have
been a major force. Yet sources mention the
Sassanian navy several times, once during the
time of Ardashir and again during the time of
Khusro L.

In the Book of the Deeds of Ardashir, Son of
Pabag, we encounter one of these ports, called
Bokht-Ardashir (modern Bushehr), which
among other evidence demonstrates the im-
portance of the Persian Gulf for the early Sas-
sanians.*® The importance of this port is that
Bokht-Ardashir was linked to Kazerun and Shi-
raz inland by a road that carried commodities
for export to other regions. Also, its closeness
to the center of Persis, that is, to Shiraz, must
have made it a significant port. Another active
Sassanian portwas Siraf, linked by road to Firo-
zabad and also to Shiraz, where pottery shards
and coins are among the other finds suggesting
a Sassanian port.*? Other ports included the
site of Hormuz, at the Strait of Hormuz, which
was connected to the northeast, via Julfar to
Sirjan.” Also, the port of Guzeran, or Kujaran-
Ardashir, was located near Bandar i Lengeh,
which, again, had a role in trade and met the
needs of the city of Darab in Fars.* One can
also mention the island of Khark which appears
to have been a late Sassanian settlement in the
fourth century CE, thirty-seven miles northwest
of Bushehr.®

These ports were probably important

* centers for trade, not only as sites where com-

modities were imported into Iran and taken
to the inland cities, but also as stopping places
for cargo going from Mesopotamia to Asia and
to East Africa and back.* We know thatin the
early Islamic period the houses that were built
at the port of Siraf were made from a wood
called $aj, which was brought from India and
Zanzibar, suggesting the import and export of
commodities from Asia and East Africa.*” Sas-
sanian coin finds at Siraf demonstrate the oc-
cupation of the site from the Sassanian period
as well.* However, it should be mentioned that
neither the Sassanian navy nor the state appears
to have actively pursued this control of the seas
and that the Persian merchants dominated the
trade without heavy state intervention.

The Sassanians competed with the Ro-
mans and disputed trade as far as Sri Lanka,
and there appears to have been a Sassanian col-
ony composed of merchants in Malaysia.*’ Per-
sian horses were shipped to Ceylon, and a Per-
sian colony was established at that island, where
ships came from Persia to its port.” Sassanian
control of the Sind region is also apparent from
the recent coin finds that are copies of the King
Piruz type, suggesting a fifth-century presence
or influence.” The Iranians built other ports to
expand their trade, in places such as Muscat in
Oman during the sixth century, with the impor-
tance of this port for Persian traders continuing
into the Islamic period, as the ships sailing from
India to Aden stopped there.”

At Suhar, at the mouth of the Persian Gulf

- in the Sea of Oman, there appears to have been
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a Sassanian fort that may have participated in
trade, as well as ports at Damam and Jurrafar.”
A Persian outpost at Ghanam, in the Strait of
Hormuz, may have overseen shipping in the
Persian Gulf.”* The same can be said for Ban-
bhore in Sind, and Kilwa on the east coast of
Africa, where few Sassanian-Islamic wares were
found.” In the Umm al-Ma region, there is also
evidence of a Sassanian presence, where green-
glazed pots from Iraq were found.” Evidence of
Sassanian material has also been found at Sali-
hiyah near Khawran in Ras al-Khaimah." The
presence of Iranians at these ports suggests a
campaign in controlling the shipping close to
these outposts,

By the sixth century it appears that the
Sassanians were not only bent on controlling
the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea but were
also looking farther east, bringing them into
conflict with Rome. Silk appears to have been
an important commodity the Romans wanted,
and they were intent on circumventing the Ira-
nian traders to obtain a cheaper price for it and
other commodities, Consequently, the Romans
had to seek the aid of Christian Ethiopians,
who with the backing of the Sassanians were ex-
pelled from the region by the Yemenis.™

For Sassanian trade with China, evidence
of imported objects such as Tang dynasty export
wares and other items from Rome were found at
the port of Siraf.™ This trade with China was
conducted through two avenues, the famous
Silk Road, for which we have much informa-
tion, and the sea route. The rate of trade from
these two avenues differed according to the
time period. That is, the rate of trade was not
constant in either way and tended to fluctuate.
The Roman historian Ammianus Marcellinus
tells us thatin the fourth century, “all along the

coast (of the Persian Gulf) is a throng of cities
and villages, and many ships sail to and fro.""
This maritime trade became more important
because of the political situation, and hence
ports of Persis became increasingly central to
this trade. From these ports, Persian traders
went to China for silk, since the Romans also
decided to do the same. The Persian merchants,
we are told, did not sit idly by but established
their centers in China as well. Rome could do
little about the establishment of ports and Per-
sian colonies in East Asia, even though Justin-
ian attempted to co-opt Ethiopian merchants
in the sixth century. But we are told that it was
“impossible for the Ethiopians to buy silk from
the Indians, for the Persian merchants always
locate themselves at the very harbors where the
Indian ships first put in, (since they inhabit the
adjoining country) and are accustomed to buy
the whole cargoes.”®

Finds of Sassanian coins off the coast of
China again suggest the maritime trade be-
tween this region and Persia. At least three sites
where Sassanian coins were found near the sea
in southeast China make it probable that ships
from the Persian Gulf sailed to East Asian ports.
These sites are Kukgong, Yangdak, and Suikai,
which had connections with trade in the Persian
Gulf.”” That many of the coins belong to the fate
fifth through the seventh centuries again attests
to the importance of the Persian Gulfin the late
Sassanian period.® The date of the coins dem-
onstrates that they were deposited at Kukgong
and Yangdak in the Gh’i period (497-501).5
Finds of Sassanian coins in the southeast coastal
region of China also attest to this exchange %
Although their number is small, it may be sug-
gested that these coins came through the sea
trade. Kavad I's coins were found in the mari-
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time province of Guangdong, with mint signa-
tures from Persis and adjoining regions, and
appear to have come via the sea route.® The
presence of Persian colonies in China has also
been confirmed by the existence of Zoroastrian
fire temples found in the Ch’angan region in
southern China.”

Land trade is much better documented,
and the importance of the Silk Road should
be mentioned, because it connected the East
to the West, where Iran became the enterpdt, or
middle region, of this international commerce.
The various taxes and tolls placed on commodi-
ties going from east to west would certainly have
benefited the royal treasury, which kept up
good roads along with good amounts of tolls.
Michael G. Morony mentions that the creation
of new settlements may be seen not only in the
campaign of the Sassanians to create new cit-
ies and populate the region but also in the shift
from remote, less accessible locations to loca-
tions that lay on the trade routes concentrating
on the commercial economy.” The one product
that was in demand in the Roman Empire and
which the Sassanians sought to control the trade
of was silk. The Sassanians created workshops
at Susa, Jondishapur, and Shushtar to rival the
Chinese and the Syro-Phoenician workshops,
importing raw silk yarn and creating designs
that were to be imitated in Egypt and into the
Islamic period.”

The large finds of Sassanian silver coins
from the end of the fifth and sixth centuries in
China suggest intense trade by the Sassanians
with the East, which was part of what has been
called “diplomatic commerce.”” The Sogdians
were prominent merchants on the Silk Road,
known for their involverment in the silk trade
and their control of the Central Asian trade. Al-

though they were active in trading, the change
in the monetary policies coincides with the Sas-
sanians economic involvement with the Chinese.
Beginning exactly with the sixth century we can
see, based on coinage, a new stage in economic
development and trade in Central Asia, specifi-
cally Sogdiana.”

Another important point is that rather
than engage in commerce and the purchase of
goods from Syria, where some of its products
such as glass were in demand, the Sassanians
had decided that, by deporting the skilled work-
ers of the region and settling them in the newly
developed imperial cities, they would be able to
compete against the Romans.™ There seems to
have been steady exchange and commerce in
late antiquity between the Sassanians and the
Romans, but the Perso-Roman rivalry must have
brought pressures on various trade routes. For
example, Armenia, a scene of rivalry between
the two sides, was also a market where trade and
exchange took place. The Byzantine historian
Procopius states that Persarmenia (eastern Ar-
menia under Sassanian control after the middle
of the fifth century CE} was an important cen-
ter for the Sassanians and the Romans to trade
in Indian and Iberian products.”

Now, depending on the political problems
in Armenia, Mesopotamia became an impor-
tant route and expanded the volume of trade.
Of course, during the heated wars in the late
sixth and early seventh centuries, these routes
must have been reduced significantly, making
Arabia in turn a very important route, which
probably had far-reaching consequences for
the development of the Arabian economy and
Islam as well. The two empires had made vari-
ous treaties, and the economic interests became
more important and the rivalry more intense as
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time went by. By the sixth century, the Codex Jus-
tinianus (4, 63-64) mentions that both Roman
and Persian merchants must trade in areas des-
ignated by the two empires, with neither side
trespassing on the other’s trade zones.™ This
policy was devised to keep the economic secrets
of the state and consequently encouraged Per-
sian merchants to stay in Persia and travel east
as far as China and the Roman merchants to
stay within their imperial domain and use other
subjects such as the Ethiopians to make their
way (o the east via the waterways. The heavy tar-
iffs and tolls placed by both sides, sometimes as
high as 10 percent in certain regions where the
meeting of merchants was agreed on, made re-
gions not under Roman or Persian control such
as the market place at Ash-Shihr, on the south-
ern Arabian coast, much more popular.”

Conclusion

This overview of the trade and economic situa-
tion in late antique Iran should provoke certain
conclusions. First and foremost is that there was
a break from the preceding Parthian period,
wherein no attempt at the centralization of the
economic outlook was made. Second, the Sassa-
nians created rules, regulations, and, above all,
an infrastructure for trade within the empire
and for interregional trade, which introduced a
new phase over the longe durée of the economic
history of the Iranian plateau. Furthermore,
this infrastructure became the existing model
for the subsequent Umayyad and especially the
Abbasid caliphates. While the Umayyad drew on
both the Iranian and Roman traditions and eco-
nomic models, the Abbasids from the eighth cen-
tury CE emphasized and continued the Iranian
tradition. Of course, there were changes and
the creation of an economic system from North
Africa to India. The Sassanians had aspired to

such a worldview, especially during the time of

Khusro II, after his forces had taken over Egypt
and made inroads into Libya. Sassanian coinage
was being copied and minted in the Sind region
in India, but the Iranians were never able to cre-
ate a lasting economic foothold in the Eurasian
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75 Menander Protector, Excerpta historica iussu imp.
Constantini Porphyrogeniti confects, !, ed. C. de Boor,
Berlin, I, 180; Morony, “Trade and Exchange,” 12.

world. The Abbasid Empire was the successful
heir to this worldview and outlook.

But there is something else that is indica-
tive of Sassanian economic importance for the
Islamic period. The surviving Persian terminol-
ogy of the Sassanians, including words such as
drahm, pasiz, kérwan, wazdr, and others, suggests
the impact that the late antique period had not
only on the Iranian plateau and Iraq (Mesopo-
tamia) but beyond the traditional home of the
Iranians. We should be mindful that when the
Arabs conquered Iran and fraq, Iranian mer-
chants and traders were already stationed as far
as China, Arabia, and Syria. Their business did
not stop, nor did their tradition. They had only
now to continue under the rule of a new world

empire. §
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