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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Touraj Daryaee 
History Department 

University of California, Irvine 
200 Krieger Hall 

Irvine, CA 92697-3275 
 

Personal information: 
  Born July 20, 1967 
  Elementary and high school in Tehran and Athens 
   
Education:  
  Ph.D.  1999 History, UCLA  
 
Area of specialty (major and minor fields):  
    
  Late Antiquity & Medieval History  
  Indo-Iranian Languages and Culture 
             
Languages studied: 

Sanskrit, Avestan, Old Persian, Middle Persian, and Parthian. 
 
Work experience: 
 
Fall 2008- Vice Chair & Graduate Director of the History Department, UC Irvine 
 
Fall 2007- Howard Baskerville Professor of Iranian History and the Persianate World, & 

Associate Director of Dr. Samuel M. Jordan Center for Persian Studies and Culture,   
UC Irvine 

 
Spring 2007 Acting Chair of the History Department, California State University, Fullerton 
 
Fall 2004-07 Vice-Chair and Associate Professor of  History, California State University,  

Fullerton  
 
Spring 2000 Visiting Assistant Professor of History, UCLA (2002, 2005) 
 
1999-2003 Assistant Professor of Ancient and World History, California State University, Fullerton. 
 
 
Internet Publication: 
  Responsible for www.sasanika.com  a website dedicated to the Sasanian Civilization. 
  Responsible for www.iranancienthistory.com a Persian journal on ancient Persian history 
 
Editorial Responsibilities: 

Editor: The International Journal of Ancient Iranian Studies, Iran University Press,  
Tehran 

  Editorial Board: The International Journal of Iranian Studies (United States) 
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  Advisory Board: Bibliotheca Iranica: Intellectual Traditions Series (United States). 
 

Publications: 
 
 
Ed. Book The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History, ed. Touraj Daryaee, Oxford University Press 

(2009-10; contract signed) 
 
Book Scholars & Humanists: Iranian Studies in Henning and Taqizadeh Correspondences 

1937-1966, in collaboration with I. Afshar, Mazda Publishers, 2009. 
 
Book Bibliographica Sasanika: Bibliographical Guide to the Sasanian Empire, vol. I Years 

1990-1999, in collaboration with E. Venetis, M. Alinia, Mazda Publishers, 2009. 
 
Book Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire, I.B. Tauris, London, 2009. 
 
Book Sasanian Iran (224-651 CE): Portrait of a Late Antique Empire, Mazda Publishers, Costa 

Mesa, 2008. 
 
Guest Editor Iranistik: Deutschsprachige Zeitschrift fur iranistische Studien. Festschrift fur Erich 

Kettenhofen eds. T. Daryaee & O. Tabibzadeh, 5. Jahrgang, Heft 1&2, 2006-2007(2009). 
 
Book A Thematic Approach to World History, Harlan Davidson, 2 vol., 2008. 
 
Book Šāhanšāhī-ye Sāsānī (The Sasanian Empire), Qoqnoos Publishers, Tehran, 2004. 
 
Book The Spirit of Wisdom (Mēnōg ī Xrad), Essays in Memory of Ahmad Tafazzoli, eds. T. 

Daryaee and M. Omidsalar, Mazda Publishers, Costa Mesa, 2004. 
 
Book Tārīkh va Tamaddun-e Sāsānī (Sasanian History and Civilization), Qoqnoos Publishers, 

Tehran, 1372. 
 
Book Soghoot-e Sāsānīyān (The Fall of the Sasanians), Nashr-e Tarikh-e Irān, Tehran, 1372. 

(in Persian; reprint 2005). 
 
Book Šahrestānīhā ī Ērānšahr, A Middle Persian Text on Late Antique Geography, Epic and 

History, Mazda Publishers, 2002. (in English). 
 
Articles: 
 
 
Article “The Sasanian Empire,” co-authored with A. Mousavi (Los Angeles County Museum of 

Art), A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, ed. D. Potts, Blackwell, 
Oxford (contract signed 2010). (UK) 

 
Article “The Achaemenid Empire in the Context of World History (550-330 BCE),” co-authored 

with Kh. Rezakhani, Excavating an Empire: The Persian Longue Durée, ed. A. Mousavi, 
Mazda Publishers, 2009 (forthcoming 2010). (US) 
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Article “Bazaars, Merchants and Trade in Late Antique Iran,” Comparative Studies of South 
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, vol. 28, no. 1 (Duke University Press, forthcoming 
2009). (US) 

 
Article “The last Ruling Woman of Ērānšahr: Queen Āzarmīgduxt,” A. Shapur Shahbazi 

Memorial Volume, ed. K. Abdi, Iran University Press, Tehran (forthcoming 2009). (Iran) 
 
Article “Ancient Iranian Studies in the 20th Century,” Iranian Studies, vol. 42, no. 1 

(forthcoming 2009). (US) 
 
Article  “The Idea of Ērānšahr: Jewish, Christian and Manichaean Views in Late Antiquity,”  

Societas Iranologica Europaea – Proceedings, ed. C. Cereti & B. Teribili, Rome 
(forthcoming 2009). (Italy) 

 
Article “When the End is Near: Barbarized Armies and Barracks Kings of Late Antique Iran,” 

Iranica, ed. M. Macuch, Harrassowitz Verlag, Wiesbaden (forthcoming 2009). 
(Germany) 

 
Article 
online “A Bulla of the Ērān-Spāhbed of Nēmrōz,” co-author with K. Safdari, e-Sasanika 8, 2009 

(UCI): http://www.humanities.uci.edu/sasanika/pdf/e-sasanika8-dar-saf.pdf  
 
Article “Some Observations on Middle Persian Zandig,” Feschrfit for Dr. Badr ol-Zaman 

Gharib, ed. Z. Zarshenas & V. Naddaf, Tahuri Publishers, Tehran, 2008, pp. 19-32. (Iran) 
 
Article “The Persian Gulf in Late Antiquity: The Sasanian Era (200-700 C.E.),” The Persian 

Gulf in History, ed. L.G. Potter, Palgrave, New York, 2009, pp. 57-70. (US) 
 
Article Yazdgerd III's Last Year: Coinage and History of Sistan at the End of Late Antiquity," 

Iranistik: Deutschsprachige Zeitschrift fur iranistische Studien. Festschrift fur Erich 
Kettenhofen, eds. T. Daryaee & O. Tabibzadeh, 5. Jahrgang, Heft 1&2, 2006-2007(2009), 
pp. 21-30. (Iran) 

 
Article “Kingship in Early Sasanian Iran,” The Sasanian Era: The Idea of Iran, vol. III, eds. V. 

Sarkhosh Curtis and S. Stewart, IB Tauris, London, 2008, pp. 60-70. (UK) 
 
Persian 
Article  “Zanān dar dore-ye Hakhamanešī: Parehyī Molāhezāt-e Moghadamati,” The Iranian 

Journal of Archaeology and History, vol. 21/1, 2006- 2007 (published in March 2008), 
pp. 60-69. (Iran) 

 
Persian  
Article “Parsa va Pasargadae: Tarīkh va Ustūreh va Tarīkh-e Parsiyan ghabl az 

Hakhamanešīyān,” The Iranian Journal of Archaeology and History, vols. 21-22, 2007-
2008, pp. 50-59. (Iran)  
 

Persian 
Article “Noskhe-ye Pahlavi-ye MK,” Nāme-ye Bahārestān, vols. 11/12, 1384-1385, pp. 365-270. 

(Iran) 
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Persian  
Article “Ahamiyat-e Nahād-e Pādešāhī Seluki dar shekl-girī-ye Ideology Shahnashahī dar Irān-e 

Bāstān, Bulletin of Ancient Iranian History, vol. 1, 2006 (2007): http://web3.ehost-
services.com/hemranib/Archive1/Vol1March2006.pdf  

 
 
Article “The Mysteries of the House of Sāsān: When did Ardaxšīr Rule over Istakhr?,” 

Bastanpazhouhi, vol. 2, no. 4, 2007, pp. 15-20. (Iran) 
 
Article “Indo-European Elements in the Zoroastrian Apocalyptic Tradition,” Classical Bulletin, 

vol. 83, no. 2, 2007, pp. 203-213. (US) 
 
Article “List of Fruits and Nuts in the Zoroastrian Tradition: An Irano-Hellenic Classification,” 

Nāme-ye Irān-e Bāstān, vols. 11/12, 2006-2007, pp. 1-10. (Iran) 
 
Article “Imitatio Alexandri and Its Impact on Late Arsacid, Early Sasanian and Middle Persian 

Literature,” Electrum, vol. 12, 2007, pp. 89-97. (Poland) 
 
Article “The Middle Persian Text Sūr ī Saxwan and the Late Sasanian Court,” Des Indo-Grecs 

aux Sassanides: donnees pour l’historie et la geographie historique, Res Orientales, vol. 
xvii, 2007, pp. 65-72. (France) 

 
Article “The Construction of the Past in Late Antique Persia,” Historia, vol. 55, no. 4, 2006, pp. 

493-503. (Germany) 
 
Article “A Note on the Great Seal of King Perōz and Middle Persian nycny,” Indo-Iranian 

Journal, vol. 48, 2005, pp. 195-197. (Holland)  
 
Article “The Art of wine in Ancient Persia,” Hamazor, Publication of the world Zoroastrian 

organization, vol. 1, 2006, 34-36. (Pakistan) 
 
Article “Decolonizing Persian History,” Persian Heritage, vol. 11, no. 41, 2006, pp. 24-25. 
 
Enc. Art. “Chess,” Medieval Islamic Civilization, ed. J.W. Meri, vol. 1, Routledge, 2006, pp. 148- 

149. 
 
Enc. Art. “Backgammon,” Medieval Islamic Civilization, ed. J.W. Meri, vol. 1, Routledge, 2006, 

pp. 88-90. 
 
Article “Ethnic and Territorial Boundaries in Late Antique and Early Medieval Persia (Third to 

Tenth Century),” Borders, Barriers, and Ethnogenesis, Frontiers in Late Antiquity and 
Middle Ages, ed. F. Curta, Brepols, Belgium, 2005,  pp. 123-138. 

 
Enc. Art. “Jarrāh / Jarrāhī: Pre-Islamic” Encyclopaedia of the World of Islam, vol. 9, Tehran, 2005, 

pp. 790-791. 
 
Article  “Two Notes on the Mythological Geography of Iranians,” Studia Persica, Sotūdeh Nāma,  

ed. I. Afshar, Tehran, 2005, vol. 15 pp. 345-349. 
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Article “The Middle Persian Inscription of Seluk at Persepolis,” Farhang: The Quarterly Journal 

of Humanities and Cultural Studies, vol. 17, nos. 49-50, 2004, pp. 47-53. 
 
Article “Sasanians and their Ancestors,” Societas Iranologica Europoea – Proceedings, ed. A. 

Panaino and A. Piras, vol. I, Milano, 2005, pp. 287-293. 
 
Article “Two Recently Discovered Inscribed Sasanian Silver Bowls,” in collaboration with 

Judith Lerner and Daryoush Akbarzadeh, Bulletin of the Asia Institute, vol. 15, 2001 
(2005), pp. 71-76. 

 
Article “The ‘Bow of Rustam’ and the ‘Gleaming Armor’ of the Parthians: Notes on the Parthian 

Epic Ayādgār ī Zarērān,” Electrum, vol. 10, 2005, pp. 95-98. 
 
Article “Ardašīr ī Bābakān and the Decapitated Heads at the Anāhītā Fire-Temple,” Iranshenasi, 

A Journal of Iranian Studies, vol. xvi, no. 4, winter 2005, pp. 659-662. 
 
En. Article “Sasanian Empire,” Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, eds. W.H. McNeil, 

Massachusetts, 2005, pp. 1659-1663. 
 
En. Article “Persian Empire,” Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, eds. W.H. McNeil, 

Massachusetts, 2005, pp. 1462-1465. 
 
En. Article “Zoroastrianism,” Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, eds. W.H. McNeil, 

Massachusetts, 2005, pp. 2120-2121. 
 
En. Article “Cyrus the Great,” Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History, eds. W.H. McNeil, 

Massachusetts, 2005, pp. 472-473. 
 
Article “Notes on Early Sasanian Titulature,” Journal of the Society for Ancient Numismatics, 

Vol. 21, 2002(2005), pp. 41-44. 
 
Obituary “H. Mahamedi,” Nāme-ye Iran-e Bāstān, The International Journal of Ancient Iranian 

Studies, Vol.3, no. 2, 2003-2004. 
 
Article “Das Uberleben eines sehr alten persischen Titels in Zentralasien,” Iranistik, 

Deutschprachige Zeitschrift fur iranistische Studien, vol. 3, no. 1, 2004, pp.41-48. 
 
Article “Royal and Communal Views of Ērānšahr in the Sassanian Period,” Nāme-ye Iran-e 

Bāstān, The International Journal of Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol.3, no. 2, 2003-2004, 
pp. 11-27. 

 
Article “The Sons and Grandsons’ of Yazdgird III in China,” Iranshenasi, A Journal of Iranian 

Studies, vol. xv, no. 3, autumn 2003, pp. 540-548. 
 
Article “History, Epic, and Numismatics: On the Title of Yazdgerd I (Rāmšahr),” Journal of the 

American Numismatic Society, vol. 14, 2002(2003), pp. 89-95. 
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Article “The Effect of the Arab Muslim Conquest on the Administrative Division of Sasanian 
Persis / Fars,”Iran, The British Institute of Persian Studies, vol. xli, 2003, pp. 1-12. 

 
Article “The Mazdean sect of Gayōmartiya,” Ātaš-e Dorun (The Fire Within, Jamshid Soroush 

Soroushian Memorial Volume, ed. C. Cereti, 2003, pp. 131-137. 
 
Article “Gayōmard: King of Clay or Mountain? The epithet of the First Man in the Zoroastrian 

Tradition,” Paitimāna, Essays in Iranian, Indo-European, and Indian Studies in Honor of 
Hanns-Peter Schmidt, Mazda Press, 2003, pp. 339-349. 

 
Article “The Persian Gulf Trade in Late Antiquity,” Journal of World History, vol. 14, no. 1, 

2003, pp. 1-16. 
 
Article “Mind, Body, and the Cosmos: Chess and Backgammon in Ancient Persia,” Iranian 

Studies, vol. 35, no. 4, 2002, pp. 281-312. 
 
Article “The Coinage of Queen Bōrān and Its Significance for Late Sāsānian Imperial Ideology,” 

Bulletin of the Asia Institute: Volume 13, 1999(2002), pp. 1-6. 
 
Article “Sight, Semen, and the Brain: Ancient Persian Notions of Physiology in Old and Middle 

Iranian Texts,” The Journal of Indo-European Studies, vol. 30, nos. 1&2, 2002, pp. 1-26. 
 
Article “The Changing ‘image of the World’: Geography and Imperial Propaganda in Ancient 

Persia,” Electrum, Studies in Ancient History, vol. 6, 2002, pp. 99-109. 
 
Article “The Collapse of the Sasanian Power in Fārs/Persis,” Nāme-ye Iran-e Bāstān, The 

International Journal of Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol. 2, No. 1, 2002, pp. 3-18. 
 
Article “Memory and History: The Construction of the Past in Late Antique Persia,” Nāme-ye 

Iran-e Bāstān, , The International Journal of Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, 
2002, pp. 1-14. 

 
Obituary “Mansour Shaki (1918-2000),” Nāme-ye Iran-e Bāstān, The International Journal of 

Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol. 1, No. 2, 2002, pp. iii-vi. 
 
Review 
Article “Encyclopaedia Iranica,” The Journal of the Society for Iranian Studies, vol. 35, nos. 1-2, 

2002, pp. 1-12. 
 
Article “Some Notes on Religion and State During the Sasanian Period,” Sorūsh-e Moγān, 

Jamšīd Sorūshīān Memorial Volume, ed. K. Mazdāpūr, Tehran, 2002, pp. 167-177. 
 
Article  “The Inscription of Šābuhr Sagānšāh at Persepolis,” Farhang, Quarterly Journal of 
  Humanities and Cultural Studies, vol. 14, nos. 37-38, summer 2001, pp. 107-114. 
 
Article  “Zed-e Zandīyūn in the Sasanian and Early Islamic Period,” Ma’ārif, vol. 18, no. 2, 2001, 
  pp. 51-57. 
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En. Article “The Persians,” Encyclopedia of Weapons and Warfare, eds. J. Powell, Salem Press, 
  2001, pp. 165-170. 
 
En. Article “Persia,” Encyclopedia of the Ancient World, ed. T.J. Sienkewicz, Salem Press, 2001,  

pp. 882-886. 
 
En. Article “Avesta,” Encyclopedia of the Ancient World, ed. T.J. Sienkewicz, Salem Press, 2001. 
 
En. Article “Ardashir I,” Encyclopedia of the Ancient World, ed. T.J. Sienkewicz, Salem Press, 2001. 
 
Article “Kerdir’s Naqsh-e Rajab Inscription,” Nāme-ye Irān-e Bāstān, The International Journal 

of Ancient Iranian Studies, vol. 1, no. 1, 2001, pp. 3-10. 
 
Article “Notes on the Middle Persian Text, The Šahrestānīhā ī Ērānšahr,” Iranshenasi, vol. Xii, 

no. 4, winter 2001, pp. 795-801. 
 
Article “Trends in the Study of Ancient History in the United State and Europe,” Bukhara, vol. 

3, no. 16, Jan-Feb. 2001, pp. 21-26. 
 
Article “The Judge and Protector of the Needy during the Sasanian Period” Tafazzolī Memorial 

Volume, ed. A.A. Sadeghi, Tehran, 2001, pp. 179-187. 
 
Article “Kāve the Black-Smith: An Indo-Iranian Fashioner?,” Studien zur Indologie und 

Iranistik, Vol. 22, 1999(2001), pp. 9-21. 
 
Article “The Pahlavi Title of Čihr az Yazdan and the Sassanian Kings,” Name-ye Farhangestan, 

The Quarterly Journal of Iranian Academy of Persian Language and Literature, Vol. 4, 
No. 4 (Ser. No. 16), November 2000, pp. 28-32. 

 
Article “Sources for the Economic History of Late Sasanian Fārs,” Matériaux pour l’Histoire 

Économique du Monde Iranien, Studia Iranica Cahier 21, 1999(2000), pp. 131-148. 
 
Review “Sāsānian Persia (224-651 AD),” The Journal of Society for Iranian Studies, vol. 31, 
Article  no. 3-4, 1998(2000), pp. 431-462. 
 
Article  “Middle Iranian Sources for the Study of Medieval Islamic History,” (MEM) The  

Bulletin of Middle East Medievalist, Vol. 10, No. 2, Oct. 1998, pp. 36-39. 
 
Article  “Apocalypse Now: Zoroastrian Reflection on the Early Islamic Centuries,” Medieval  
  Encounters, Vol. 4, No. 3, Nov. 1998, pp. 188-202. 
 
Article  “Ahriman and Dēws in Pahlavi texts,” Iranshenasi, A Journal of Iranian Studies, Vol. X,  
  Spring 1998, pp. 124-126. 
 
Article  “The Use of Religio-Political Propaganda on Coins of Xusrō II,” in The Journal of the  
  American Numismatic Society, Vol. 7, November 1997, pp. 41-54. 
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Article  “Indo-European and Vedic Contributions to the Study of the Shāhnāme: The Identity of  
  Kāve the Black-Smith,” Iranshenasi, A Journal of Iranian Studies, Vol. IX, No. 2,  
  Summer 1997, pp. 279-284. 
 
Article  “The Effect of Civil War on Mint Production in the Sasanian Empire,” in (ONS) Oriental 
  Numismatic Society, No. 150, Autumn 1996, pp. 8-9. 
 
Article  “The Wonders and Worthiness of Sīstān,” in Iranshenasi, A Journal of Iranian  
  Studies, Vol. VIII, No. 3, Autumn 1996, pp. 534-542. 
 
Article  “Zoroastrian Eschatology According to Middle Persian Texts,” in Critique and   
  Vision, An Afghan Journal of Politics, Culture & History, Vol. 1, Spring 1995, pp.5-23. 
 
Article  “Keyanid History or National History? The Nature of Sāsānian Zoroastrian   
  Historiography,” The Journal of the Society for Iranian Studies, Vol. 28, No. 3&4, 1995,  
  pp.121-145. 
 
 
Dissertations & Exam Supervision: 
 
Assal Rad, The Philosophy of Martyrdom and the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), MA Dissertation, UCI  

History Department (Spring 2008). 
 
Benjamin Sullivan, Master of the Country: Aspects of Archaic Greek Land Warfare, Ph.D. Exam UCI  

Classics (Spring 2008). 
 
Sharareh Frouzesh Bennett, The Literature and Intellectual Movements of the Iranian Revolution, Ph.D  

Exam, UCI Comparative Literature (Spring 2008). 
 
Negin Miri, The History of Sasanian Fars, Ph.D. Exam, University of Sydney, Australia Archaeology  

(Spring 2008). 
 
Alan Farahani, Rethinking Trajectories of Agricultural Intensification in Early Sasanian Mesopotamia,  

Third Century CE, MA Dissertation, UC Berkeley, Ancient History and Mediterranean 
Archaeology (Spring 2009). 

 
Ali Maghdadi, Persistent Threshold: Iran’s Traumatized Stasis, MA Oral Exam, UCI Comparative  

Literature (Spring 2009). 
 
Shervin Emami, From Suhrawadri to Farrokhzad, Utopia in magical realism in Persian and Arabic  
  Literature, Ph.D. Exam, UCLA Near Eastern Languages and Cultures (Fall 2009). 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Book Review “Sasanian Society, Ahmad Tafazzoli,” Iranian Studies, vol. 34, no. 1, 2004, pp. 403-405. 
 
Book Review “Persian and the West: An Archaeological Investigation of the Genesis of Achaemenid 

Art,” John Boardman,” Iranian Studies, vol. 34, no. 2, 2004, pp. 355-357. 
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Book Review “Agricultural and Pastoral Societies in Ancient and Classical History,” Journal of World  

History, vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 243-245. 
 
Book Review “Jean Kellens, Essays on Zarathustra and Zoroastrianism,” Nāme-ye Iran-e Bāstān, The 

International Journal of Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol.1, No. 2, 2002, pp. 55-59. 
 
Book Review “Iranian Cities, Formation and Development, M. Kheirabadi,” Islamic Studies,Vol. 41, 

Summer 2002, No. 2, pp. 371-374. 
 
Book Review “Iranian Studies (4): Three Books on Arsacid History and Culture,” Bukhara, Vol. 3, No. 

18, Oct. 2001, pp. 79-83. 
 
Book Review The Art and Archaeology of Persia: New Light on the Parthian and Sasanian Empires,  

ed. V. Sarkhosh Curtis, et. al., in Iranian Studies, vol. 33, nos. 1-2, 2000, pp. 240-242. 
 
Book Review “Iranian Studies (3): The History of Arsacid Civilization,” Bukhara, Vol. 3, No. 13-14, 

Oct. 2000, pp. 61-66. 
 
Book Review “Iranian Studies (2): Women in Ancient Persia,” Bukhara, Vol. 2, No. 12, June 2000,  

pp. 61-66. 
 
Book Review C.E. Bosworth, “The History of al-Tabarī, Vol. 5: The Sāsānids, the Byzantines, the 

Lakhmids,” and Yemen, State University of New York Press, 2000, Bulletin of the 
International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, pp. 244-245. 

 
Book Review Jamsheed K. Choksy, Conflict and Cooperation, Muslim Elites and Zoroastrian Sub- 
  alterns, Columbia University Press, New York, International Journal of Middle East  
  Studies, Vol. 32, 2000, pp. 158-160. 
 
Book Review Leonard M. Helfgott, Ties that Bind, A Social History of the Iranian Carpet, Smithsonian 

Institution Press, Washington and London, Bulletin of the International Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 33, 1999, pp. 54-55. 

 
Book Review F. Vahman & G. Asatrian, Baxtīyāri Dialect Studies,Vol. III, Copenhagen , The Journal 

of Society for Iranian Studies, Vol. 32, No. 1, 1999, pp. 172-174. 
 
Book Review Abul Qāsim Isma’īl-Pūr, The Myth of Creation in Manichaeism, Tehran, The Journal of 

Society for Iranian Studies, 1999, Vol. 32, No. 1, pp. 127-128. 
 
Book Review C.E. Bosworth, The History of the Saffarids of Sistan and the Maliks of Nimruz,   
  Columbia Lecture Series, Costa Mesa, JUSUR UCLA Middle East Studies Journal,  
  Vol. 13, 1997, pp. 95-98. 
 
Book Review J. Kellens & E. Pirart, Les textes viel avestique, Leuven, Vol. I, The Journal of Society  
  for Iranian Studies, Vol. 30, No. 3-4, Summer/Fall 1997, pp. 391-392. 
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Book Review Jamsheed K. Choksy, Conflict and Cooperation, Muslim Elites and Zoroastrian Sub-
alterns, Columbia University Press, New York, Bulletin of the International Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2, Winter 1998, pp. 190-191. 

 
Book Review  Eric Victor Pirart, Kayān yasn, L'origine avestique des dynasties mythiques d'iran, in  
  The Journal of  Society for Iranian Studies, Vol. 30, No. 1-2, Winter / Spring 1997, 
   pp. 234-236. 
 
Book Review   Ali Labbāf Khaniki & Rassul Bashash Kanzaq, The Rock Reliefs of Lākh-Mazār, Tehran, 
  in (MEM) The Bulletin of Middle East Medievalist, Vol. 9, No. 2, Oct. 1997, pp. 46-47. 
 
Book Review  Mohammad Mohammadiy-e Malāyerī, Iranian Civilization and Culture Before Islam and  

its Traces and Impact on Islamic Civilization and Arab Literature, Tehran, in (MEM) 
The Bulletin of Middle East Medievalist, 1996,  pp.15-16. 

 
Book Review Jean Kellens, Zoroastre et l'avesta ancien, in Iranshenasi, The Journal of Society for 

Iranian Studies, Vol. VII, No.1, Spring 1995, pp.221-226. 
 
Book Review Rashn & Rashn, The Memories of Keikhosrow Shahrokh, in JUSUR, UCLA Journal  
  of Middle East Studies, Vol. 11, 1995, pp.78-81. 
 
Book Review Jacob Neusner, Judaism and Zoroastrianism at the Dusk of late Antiquity, in   
  JUSUR, UCLA Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol.9, 1993, pp.95-101. 
 
 
Papers & Talks:   
 

“Iranian Revolution: An Overview” UCI World History Institute, March 2009. 
 
“Translating Texts: What we can Learn from other Traditions?,” Exploring Iran, February 14, 
University of California, Irvine, 2009. 
 
“Zoroastrian Apocalypse as History,” Apocalypse as History: the Near East and Beyond 
A One-Day Conference on Eschatological Tradition in Ancient Cultures, University of California, Irvine 
October 29th, 2008. 
 
“Sasanian Trade in Late Antiquity,” Trade and Traffic of Persia, Claremont University, 
California, 17-19 October 2008. 

“Zoroastrian Apocalyptic Texts as History,” Stanford University, Feb 8, 2008. 

“Zoroastrian Studies” Mirrors & Windows: Facing Religious Stereotypes and Prejudice, 
Claremont Graduate School, Sunday, April 13, 2008. 
 
“Iranian Filmmakers at Billy Wilder Theater,” moderator and speaker, UCLA, Saturday, April 
12, 2008. 
 
“From Yima’s Throne to Takht-e Jamshid: On the Naming of Persepolis,” The Iranian Presence 
in the Ancient World, UCI, March 5, 2008. 
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“Why Study Iranian Culture and History?” Youth Organization, UCLA, January 28, 2008. 
 
“Ardaxšīr and the Rise of the Sasanian Dynasty,” St. Andrews University, Nov. 2007. 
 
“Ancient Iranian Studies in the twentieth Century,” Iranian Studies in the 20th Century, 
University of Toronto, Oct. 2007. 
 
“Periodizing the End of Sasanian History,” Societas Iranologica Europea, Vienna, September 
20, 2007. 
 
“King of Kings, who is from the Race of Gods,” The Idea of Iran Symposium, School of Oriental 
and African Studies, University of London, June 10th, 2006. 
 
“Jews, Christians and Manichaeans in the Persian Empire in Late Antiquity,” Dartmouth 
College, New Hampshire, May 10, 2006. 
 
“The Idea of Ērānšahr: The Jewish, Christian and Manichaean Perspectives,” ISIAO Conference, 
Rome, Italy, September 23, 2005. 
 
“Lessons in Studying Ancient History in the US and the West,” Iran’s Historical Press, June 
2005. 
 
“The Kings: From Babylon to Baghdad,” History Channel, October 2004. 
 
“The Spread of Empires, Human Knowledge and World Religions 400 BCE-800CE,” World 
Civilizations in Perspective, California State University, Fullerton, February 10, 2005. 
 
“The Coinage of Yazdgird III in Sistan (Year 651 CE): Who Minted them?,” MESA Conference, 
San Francisco, November 21, 2004. 
 
“A New Look at the Sasanian Civilization (200 AD-650 AD),” New Light on Ancient Iran, 
UCLA, Saturday, November 6, 2004. 
 
“Inside Iran: A First Hand Account,” Beyond the Headlines: The World Today, Lindbrook 
Center, UCLA, October 26, 2004. 
 
“Sasanian Perspectives on the Persian Gulf,” History of the Persian Gulf, Limassol, Cyprus, 
October 8, 2004. 

 
“The Ahēnegān of the Sasanians,” American Oriental Society Conference, March 14 (San 
Diego). 
 
“Old Iranian Literary Tradition,” Nelson Rockefeller Center, Dartmouth College, March 6th 
(New Hampshire). 
 
“The Sasanians and their Ancestors,” Fifth European Iranian Studies, October (Ravenna, Italy). 
 
“The Achaemenid Männerbund,” Iran’s Historical Press, July 17, 2003 (Tehran). 
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“Xusrō II’s Campaign against Wahrān Čōbin: The Numismatic Evidence,” Museum of Money 
(Tehran) 
 
“The Coinage of Buranduxt,” Museum of Money, August 21, 2002. (Tehran) 
 
“Ethnicity and Frontier in Sasanian Persia,” Iran’s Historical Press, July 22, 2002. (Tehran) 
 
“Ethnicity and Boundary in Ancient Persia,” The First National Congress on Iranian Studies, 
June 17-20, 2002, Iran. (Tehran). 
 
“The Search for Peace in the Middle East,” California State University, April 15, 2002. 

 
“Afghanistan: Past, Present, and Future,” at the First Presbyterian Church of Fullerton, March 
13, 2002. 

 
“Imperial and Ethnic Frontiers of the Sasanian Persian Empire,” American Historical 
Association, January 4, 2002. (San Francisco) 
 

 “Moderator: Afghan-American Students Speak Out,” CSUF Humanities Forum, Fall 2002  
(October) 

 
“What do we know about Afghanistan,” CSUF Humanities Forum, Fall 2002 (October). 

 
“Queen Buran and the Restoration of Sasanian Imperial Propaganda,” Heritage of Sasanian Iran: 
Dinars, Drahms and Coppers of the Late Sasanian and Early Muslim Periods, June 8th-9th 2001. 
(New York) 

 
 “Eagle and the Lion: US-Iranian Relation in the Twentieth Century,” Clio Club, March 2001. 
 

“Islam in North Africa,” CSUF Africa Summer Institute, August 7, 2000. 
 

“From Zoroaster to Rumi,” UCLA Center for Near East Summer Institute, August 2, 2000. 
 
“The Titulature of Queen Buran,” Third Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies, May 26, 2000. 
(Bethesdda, Maryland) 
 
“Zoroastrianism During the Sasanian Period: Perspective from below and above,” 
Zoroastrianism: A Doctrine for Humanity Seminar, March 25, 2000 (Orange County). 

 
“Next-of-kin Marriages in the Late Antiquity and Early Medieval Persia,” Middle East Studies 
Association of North America, Nov. 16, 1999 (Washington DC). 

 
“Iranian Languages and Religion,” talk given in Linguistics 530 (Historical Linguistics), 
California State University, Fullerton, March 1999. 
 
“Trends in Ancient Studies in the United States and Europe,” Nashr-e Tarīkh Institute, June, 
1999 (Tehran). 
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 “Indo-European Source for the Study of Persian Epic,” Mahjub Memorial Lecture, Stanford 
 University, Feb. 1999 (Stanford). 
 
 “Mowbed's Services in the Sāsānian Period,” California Zoroastrian Center, Westminster, CA,  
 Oct. 1998. 
 

“The Significance of the Buyid Title: Šāhān Šāh,” MESA conferences, December, 1998 
(Chicago). 

 
“The Disintegration of the Sāsānian Empire in the Seventh Century,” Iranian Studies 
Conference, May, 1998 (Bethesda, Maryland). 

 
“Religion in Sāsānian Iran,” talk given to Goftegu, University of California, Nov. 1998 
(Berkeley). 

 
“The Administrative Geography of Late Sasanian, Early Islamic Fars” panel on the "Aspects of 
Cultural Transition from Sasanian Persia to Islamic Iran,” MESA conference, November, 1997 
(San Francisco). 

 
 “Sources for the Economic History of Late Sasanian Fars,” International Conference on 
 Matériaux pour l'histoire économique de monde iranien, September, 1997. (Strasbourg) 
  
 “Jews, Muslims and Zoroastrians in Early Islamic History: Who was Debating Whom?”   
 Western Commission on the Study of Religion (WECSOR), Annual Meeting of the American 
 Academy of Religion, March, 1997. (Berkeley) 
 
 “Persian Views on the Late Roman Empire: Brothers and Foes,” Second UCLA Conference on 
 Late Antiquity, April, 1997. 
  
 “Kāve the Smith: The Indo-European Fashioner,” Iranian Studies Conference, UCLA, History 
 Department, February, 1997. 
   

“Apocalypse Now: Zoroastrian Reflection on the Arab Muslim Conquest of Iran, and the 
Abbasid revolution” in the panel on The use of Apocalyptic Literature as Sources for Early 
Islamic History, 1996 MESA conference, November, 1996 (Rhode Island). 

 
 “Sāsānian Ideology in the Sixth and Seventh Centuries,” the annual JUSUR conference,   
 UCLA, April, 1996. 
  
 “Who Controlled the Sāsānian Empire when the Persian King was in Byzantium?,” First UCLA 
 Conference on Late Antiquity, 1996. 
 
 “The Last Sāsānian Crown,” The American Numismatic Society, August, 1995. (New York) 
  
 “The Function of Zoroastrian Mobeds in the Formation of Iranian National History,” the annual 
 JUSUR conference at UCLA, 1995. 
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“Muslim Theologians and the Zoroastrian Intelligentsia, the use of ‘Ilm al-Kalām,” panel on 
Communal Identity in Early Islamic History, 1995 MESA conference, December, 1995 
(Washington D.C.),. 

 
 “Mint Organization of the Sāsānian Empire,” von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies, 
 UCLA, October, 1995. 
 
 “Muslim-Mazdean Intellectual Interaction in Early Islamic History,” the annual JUSUR 
 conference (Middle East Studies Conference) at UCLA, 1994. 
 
Fellowships & Honors: 
 
 FDC CSUF International Grant 2000, 2001, 2003, 2005 
 American Institute of Iranian Studies Fellowship 2004, 2005, 2006 
 Junior Faculty Research Award 2003, 2004 
 Gustav von Grunebaum Center for Near Eastern Studies fellowship1993-1995 
 Research fellow at the American Numismatic Society, New York 1995 
 Phi Alpha Theta, History Honors Association 1992 
 Phi Beta Delta, Outstanding Internationalist Scholar Award1992 
 International and Oversees Program's Travel Grant 1995 & 1996 
 Summer Research Grant, History Department 1998 
 UCLA Presidential pre-dissertation Fellowship (1997-1998) 
 UCLA Dissertation Fellowship (1998-1999) 
 Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies Certificate in Medieval Studies (1999) 
 
Membership: 
 
 American Institute of Iranian Studies 

Society of Scholars of Zoroastrianism 
Societas Iranologica Europaea 
American Oriental Society   

 Middle East Medievalists 
 Middle East Studies Association 
 Society for Iranian Studies 
 Advisory Board: The Great Encyclopedia of Islam 
 Advisory Board: Helleno-Iranica 
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 


